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A Message from our Chairs: Taking the Next Big Step for the Wild Bird Care Centre 

Juliette Marczuk, Chair of Strategic Planning and Infrastructure 
Ted Yuzyk, Chair of General Operations and Outreach  

After close to 40 years of rehabilitating wild birds at our 
current Centre that can no longer adequately address our 
growing bird care needs, we are taking the next big step. We 
have begun the process to build a state-of-the art facility to 
meet our bird care needs now and into the future. To achieve 
this dream, we will need the generous support of our patrons 
and the broader community. 
 
From your ongoing support we now have more than half of 
the $1,700,000 total goal. We hope to raise the remainder of 

the funds in the coming months so that we can move forward with construction in a timely manner and 
move into the new facility by the end of 
2020. We need your generous support now 
more than ever. 
 
In order to raise the significant funds 
required, we are releasing new naming 
opportunities, including four small birds of 
prey outdoor aviaries available at $10,000 
each, and two flexible outdoor aviaries 
available for $25,000 each. Can you 
imagine your name on a room at the 
Wild Bird Care Centre?  
 
The development process with the City of 
Ottawa has begun. An access road on the property was added in 2019, and the well has been drilled! 
These are the first visible signs of progress on the property. All of us are eagerly awaiting the day 
construction can finally begin. To keep the project on track for completion by the end of this year, it 
would be ideal for us to raise $350,000 before we break ground, and the remainder of the $400,000 
needed before construction is completed. Please help us achieve these goals. 
 
Since every gift over $500 will be acknowledged on a donor wall at the new facility, you have a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to become a part of a lasting legacy that will ensure wild birds in need of care will 
continue to have a place to go where they can receive compassionate emergency attention, a place to 
rest, recover and a second chance at release back into the wild. We believe each individual bird’s life 
matters.  
 
For available giving levels and naming opportunity details, please visit our Building Campaign 

web page now: https://wildbirdcarecentre.org/build.  

Current Centre 

Conceptual model of the new Centre 

https://wildbirdcarecentre.org/build
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Double Sweet  

Success! 
Thanks to the quick action of an observant 
rescuer, this injured Northern Saw-whet 
was scooped up before being seriously 
harmed by a flock of noisy Crows. It arrived 
at the Centre dazed, confused, and had a 
slower pupil response in one eye, all clear 
signs of head trauma. It is likely that the owl 
was injured from an impact and the Crows 

were trying to take advantage of an easy meal. The second owl 
arrived in December with very similar head injuries after hitting a 
window. With the help of pain medication, good food, and rest, both of these owls made a 
speedy recovery and were released a month later in the location they were first found!  
 

Where There is a Will There is a Way! 
This sweet young Pigeon arrived at the Centre in 
November with not one, but two broken legs! 
Unable to stand, it was struggling to survive and 
was using its wings to try and move its body 
around.  As a result, it also suffered serious 
abrasions and swelling to its chest. Once at the 
Centre, its legs were carefully bandaged in 
supportive casts and a bandage was also placed 
on its chest to 
help with 
comfort and 
healing. This 

Pigeon's recovery was a long shot, but this Pigeon was not 
only determined, it was also a model patient!  

Convincing a wild bird to rest so that its body can heal is no 
easy task. This Pigeon, however, took comfort in the staff’s 
efforts and would rest all day while watching the volunteers 
tend to the other birds in the room. With endless 
determination, this Pigeon has slowly regained use of both 
of its legs and moves around with the other Pigeons in the 
flight enclosure with ease. It has even made some new 
friends (maybe even a potential mate?) and they will be 
released together.  

 

Did you know the Centre also offers 
matchmaking services?!?  

  

Thanks to your support, we are able to 

purchase the much-needed medical supplies 

and medications to help all of the injured birds! 
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Big, Bold, and Beautiful  
With impressive size, strength, and speed, the Red-tailed Hawk and Northern Goshawk are 
the two largest hawk species 
in the Ottawa area. This 
young Goshawk arrived at the 
Centre after colliding with a 
window resulting in a serious 
head injury and a very sore 
right wing. Thankfully, x-rays 
did not show any fractures in 
the wing but rather a soft 
tissue injury that was 
preventing normal function of 
the wing. Over the course of 
a few months, the Goshawk 
gained some flight strength 
back.  Not even a month after 
the Goshawk’s arrival, the 
Centre received a Red-tailed 
Hawk that had collided with a vehicle. Collapsed, unable to use its legs well, and with signs of 
internal injuries, the Avian Care Team was unsure it would make it through the night. With the 
help of medication, fluids under the skin, heat, and a comfy place to rest, the hawk not only 

pulled through but was standing by the 
next morning!  Similar to the Goshawk, 
this Red-tail also has soft tissue damage 
to one wing, on its left side. After some 
recovery time at the Centre, both of 
these hawks needed a larger enclosure 
than the Centre can currently provide to 
continue their recovery.  They were both 
transferred to Sandy Pines Wildlife 
Sanctuary where they will have large 
outdoor enclosures to continue to build 
the flight strength and speed needed to 
return to the wild. 
 
We anxiously await the news that they 
are ready to return to the Ottawa area 
for release!  

 

Funding permitting, the new Wild Bird Care Centre will include large outdoor aviaries to enable these large 
beautiful birds of prey the space they need to fly and test their wings.  

This Wingbeats issue is 
brought to you by:  

Let’s Keep in Touch! 
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Barred Owl 1-23 

This Barred Owl arrived in critical condition after colliding 
with a vehicle. It was unable to stand, had signs of internal 
bleeding, and a very obvious head injury. A full examination 
could not be completed on the first day because of his 
critical condition. The Avian Care Team made him as 
comfortable as possible with lots of soft towels to rest on, 

extra heat, pain 
medication, and 
fluids and then 
crossed their 
fingers tightly that 
he would pull through. It was a tense few days but 
slowly he began to gain strength. Thankfully, there 
were no broken bones but there was obvious damage 
to the left eye. Unfortunately, there is not much that 
can be done to reverse the damage to an eye but the 
right eye on this owl is functioning so there is a chance 
he will be able to return to the wild.  
 
Did you know an owl relies more heavily on sound 
than sight while hunting?   
 
It will take some practice flying and hunting with his 
reduced vision before returning to the wild. This 
Barred Owl was transferred to the Owl Foundation in 
Vineland, Ontario to continue his recovery in their 
large outdoor aviaries. We are hopeful that he will 
make the return to Ottawa for release one day! 
 

 
 

 
  

Do you like driving?  
 
Sometimes it is in the bird’s best interest to be transferred to another rehabilitation centre 
to make use of their specialized facilities. We rely on volunteer drivers to make trips to 
Hudson, QC, Napanee, ON, and Southern ON. If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer driver, please email mojo@wildbirdcarecentre.org and specify your availability 
as well as locations you are willing to drive to. Thank you! 
 

If you are giving to United Way, please consider directing your 

contribution to the Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre.  

 

You can do so by putting our Charity number 89340 1380 RR0002  

on the pledge form. You can also find us online at: www.unitedwayottawa.ca/donate-today/  

mailto:mojo@wildbirdcarecentre.org
http://www.unitedwayottawa.ca/donate-today/
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Tough Winter  

The ground is covered in snow, the trees are bare, the water bodies 
are mostly frozen, and wild birds need to endure every winter storm 
that rolls through. Birds are well equipped and have some smart 
strategies to do so but the slightest injury or illness makes surviving 
the Ottawa winter very difficult. This Mallard and these 

two Mourning Doves are 
some of the birds that had 
luck on their side. They 
were all very lucky to 
escape an animal attack 
with only minor injuries and 
were lucky again when a 
caring rescuer picked them 
up and brought them to the 
Centre. With the help 

of antibiotics, good food, and a warm safe place to 
recover, all three have made a full recovery. 
 

They are coming…  
(Baby Bird Quiz)  

While it may not feel like summer just yet, several species of birds, including owls and 
Common Ravens, will already have babies in their nest by the end of March. Migratory birds 
have begun their journey and the Centre expects to receive hundreds of injured birds in April 
as they migrate back north.  Songbird babies will start to arrive as early as May which leads up 
to our busiest month of the year, June. Each June the Centre receives over 700 new birds, 
many of which are young ones that require hand feeding every 20 minutes throughout the 
day!!  
 

It is thanks to your support and donations that we are able to 
provide the specialized diets required for these young ones to grow 
healthy and strong!  

Baby bird ID Quiz: 
Identifying baby birds is no 
easy task! See how well 
you can identify these 
babies from last 

summer       

 
Did you know?!? The 
Centre uses 45,000 
crickets each WEEK 
during the summer to help 
feed the baby birds?!? 

We are grateful for every caring rescuer 

who takes the time to pick up an injured 

wild bird and bring it to our care. Thanks 

to your support and donations, we are 

able to offer each and every bird medical 

care and treatment when they arrive!  
 

THANK YOU! 



 

Spring 2020 6 

An Interview with Indigo 

Can you please tell us your name and title at the Centre:  
My name is Indigo (Indy for short) and I am the Centre’s 
Education Ambassador. 
 
What kind of bird are you?  
I am an American Kestrel, the smallest North American 
Falcon, the kids call me cute, and adorable… but if you 
were a mouse you wouldn’t... 
 
Why not?  
Because I eat mice… 
 
Do you have any tricks?  
Really? Look at me, I don’t need to.  
 

What is your job at the Centre?  
I am the only bird that gets to leave the Centre to meet 
other people. I was kept as a pet at a young age with 
a broken wing and my wing no longer works well 
enough to fly. I have always been comfortable around 
people and know a lot about birds from supervising 
everyone at the Centre for the last seven years.  Each 
year I help educate over 2000 children about the 
Centre and how awesome birds are! 
 
What is your proudest moment?   
I don’t have one particular moment to share but rather 
a collective of thousands of small actions that are really adding up to make a difference for my 
feathered friends. Each year I help award about 1000 children with official Junior Avian 
Ambassador status because they have done something to help the Centre or wild birds in their 
neighbourhood. I surveyed all my bird friends and came up with a list of 10 actions they would 
like to see humans do more (clean up a habitat, donate items to the Centre, make a bird 
feeder etc.). I am in awe each year how much of a difference young children can make! Did I 
mention the certificate includes an amazing picture of me?  
 

 
How can people arrange a presentation and visit from you?  
I am still working on my typing skills so you would have to 
speak to my manager, Patty (patty@wildbirdcarecentre.org). 
The small fee we charge for each presentation goes directly 
to help my injured friends at the Centre! Last year I 
completed 105 presentations and this year is already 
shaping up to be a busy one too!  
 
 
 

mailto:patty@wildbirdcarecentre.org
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Patiently Waiting for Spring 
 

 
The Centre cared for over 
140 injured birds this past 
winter that were not well 
enough to be released before 
the snow arrived.  
 
Keeping all of these birds, of 
many different species, 
happy and healthy over the 
winter requires a lot of hard 
work from our staff and 
volunteers and a very 
interesting grocery list!  
 

 
We, and the adorable faces you see on this page, are 
very thankful for all of the supporters who take the time 
to drop off a few items from our wish list to help keep 
everyone clean and tummies filled with good food!   
 
 
  

Wish List 
Things We Always 

Need 
 

Large eggs, fresh 

greens, frozen corn, 

broccoli,  

natural peanut butter, 

grapes and berries, 

bleach, stamps, tissue 

and paper towels, 

frozen or fresh fish. 

We also accept 

 
Money 

Search for  

Wild Bird Care Centre on  
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Mailing address: P.O Box 11159, Ottawa, On K2H 7T9 
Ph: 613-828-2849 e-mail: mojo@wildbirdcarecentre.org    
    

Donate online or find out about other ways that you can help at:  
https://wildbirdcarecentre.org  
 

 
 
 

  

Where small donations really add up! 

Joining our monthly donor program is one of the most effective ways to help wild birds. 
Monthly donations go a long way to ensuring that we have a predictable income each 
month, which helps us to budget and plan for our busier times of the year. 

Yes! I authorize the Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre to deduct my monthly 
gift of $_________   from my bank account (void cheque enclosed) or using my 
credit card information provided bellow. 

Join us or Renew your Membership! 

 

  Senior/Student $20    Single $35 
 

  Family $50     Patron $1000 
 
In addition to my membership I would like to donate $_________ 
 

Total Donation: $_______________________ Date:_________________ 

Method of Payment:    MasterCard     VISA     Cash     Cheque 
 
Card #:  ____________________________________   Expiry: __________________  

 

First name:________________________  Last name: _________________________ 

Address: __________________________  City:___________________  

Prov:_____  Postal code: _________   Phone: ____________________   

Email: ___________________________________         

  Sign me up for your e-newsletter!  

  Please send tax receipt via e-mail to help save postage! 

Thank you for your continued support!!!!! 
 

Charitable Business #893401380RR0002  Tax receipts issued for amounts of $20 or more 

 

 

mailto:mojo@wildbirdcarecentre.org
https://wildbirdcarecentre.org/

