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Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre Annual
Report: 2020
Mission & Values
Our mission is to assess, treat, and rehabilitate injured, ill, or orphaned wild birds for the
purpose of releasing them back into their natural habitat. We also provide the public with
information on bird intervention, safe handling techniques, and avian injury prevention. Our
education programs are directed to people of all ages regarding the natural history,
conservation, and rehabilitation of wild birds through off-site presentations.
Of the thousands of birds brought to us annually, most arrive as a consequence of vehicle and
window impacts, cat attacks, and human interventions. We believe every creature deserves
our compassion and respect. Every bird’s life matters.

Chair’s Message
Last year was a record-breaker, with 4,373 bird admissions in 2020, representing an increase
of 35.5% over 2019. With a global pandemic and various lockdowns in place during this time,
many in-person events were cancelled, and the Centre’s educational program went virtual. A
5-year strategic plan was developed in 2020 and will help us stay on track to achieving our
goals of: building a new centre and enabling us to provide the highest level of care to wild
birds; fostering relationships and promoting awareness; and building a sustainable future using
proven fundraising strategies.
We have improved the professionalism of our bird care, business operations and fund
development. As a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals, I worked with the
guidance of Vera Yuzyk, a retired professional fundraiser, to apply a professional approach to
fundraising for our building campaign when it launched in 2019, and again in 2020 to create a
fundraising plan for our general operating fund. This helped us finish the year with a surplus
for the general operating fund, while also raising close to $170,000 for the building fund.
Covid-19 delayed some of our plans and created additional challenges in 2020. Protocols
implemented around Covid-19 enabled us to continue operating at full capacity. Adding to
these challenges in 2020, the Board was compelled to engage legal counsel at significant cost,
in order to protect the Centre and its mission. This prompted a full legal review of all our
governance documents, resulting in new bylaws, and policies. Using the standards set out by
Imagine Canada’s Standards Program, a Canada-wide capacity building initiative that sets
standards for charities and non-profits, the Board has already implemented many of the
requirements for accreditation.
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In 2020, we took advantage of the opportunity to request postponement of our AGM until year
end. During this time, we completely overhauled our financial systems and procedures to
facilitate meaningful, accurate and timely reporting. The effort was well worth it and resulted
in us having our financials ready on time for us to hold our AGM in June in compliance with
regulations! For greater accountability and transparency, reports will be available online on our
website.
Delivering our mission requires a true team effort, which includes the life-saving work of the
staff, volunteers, but also our board members who dedicate countless hours working tirelessly
behind the scenes. Our current board is comprised of qualified, passionate directors who go
well above and beyond what is expected of them, remain unwavering in their financial support
and commitment while looking ahead to ensure the Centre’s future.
On behalf of the board, I would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all of our donors, staff
and volunteers who make our work possible.
Looking Forward to 2021
Looking ahead with a focus on what is best for the birds and the Centre as a whole, we
welcomed Sandra Sawers as our new Executive Director on March 9, 2021. Sandra holds a
Bachelor of Science Honours degree in biology and a master’s degree in Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership. As a non-profit sector professional, Sandra’s held multiple leadership roles
where she excelled in building strategic networks & partnerships, creating policies and
programs, and diversifying funding. As a member of the Ottawa Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals, Sandra holds herself accountable to the highest ethical standards.
She brings a robust set of skills that will bring the
Wild Bird Care Centre to the next level as we
position ourselves for growth and future
challenges.
Strength, leadership and commitment are required
for attaining success, growth, and advancement of
our mission. We are looking forward to various new
partnerships and collaborations and implementing
more positive transformational changes that will
greatly benefit the birds coming to us for care, and
bird conservation.

Juliette Marczuk, Chair
Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre

Nestling American Robins
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The New Centre

Artistic rendering of the new building

Reaching the construction phase has been a complex and time-consuming process. The
pandemic added more delays and challenges of its own last year, but we are now in the final
stages with site plan approval, and a building permit will follow shortly thereafter. Construction
is expected to begin within a few months, pandemic-related issues permitting.
We are pleased the new building’s capital campaign of
$1.7M is approaching its fundraising goal, with just over
$530,000 to go. This is an outstanding show of confidence
and support from our community!
We would like to thank all of our individual donors,
foundations, and corporate donors for their overwhelming
support of the Centre, and this project.
For the most current room naming and other giving
opportunities, please visit our building campaign website:
https://wildbirdcarecentre.org/Build
Stay tuned for the ground-breaking announcement
coming soon!
Drilling of the well at the new location

wildbirdcarecentre.org
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Our Donors
We would like to thank all the donors who have contributed so generously to both our general
operating fund and our building fund.
As the building is a very special project for us, those who contributed $100 or more, or who
have pledged significant amounts to the building fund are acknowledged (with permission) on
our website: https://wildbirdcarecentre.org/BuildingCampaignDonors.html

wildbirdcarecentre.org

6

Operating Financial Summary 2020
Operating Revenues 2020
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Operating Expenses 2020
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Financial Statements of

OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD
CARE CENTRE
December 31, 2020

May 26, 2021

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
To the Members of
Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre:
Qualified Opinion
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre (the
"Centre"), which comprise the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2020, and the
statements of operations, changes in net assets and cash flow for the year then ended, as well as a
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.
In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion
section of our report, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre as at December 31, 2020, and the results of its
operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards
for not-for-profit organizations.
Basis for Qualified Opinion
In common with many not-for-profit organizations, Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre derives revenue
from donations and fundraising activities the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit
verification. Accordingly, verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records
of Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre. Therefore, we were not able to determine whether any
adjustments might be necessary to donation and fundraising revenues, excess of revenues over
expenses, and cash flows from operations for the years ended December 31, 2020 and December 31,
2019, current assets and net assets as at December 31, 2020 and December 31, 2019.
Other Matter
The financial statements of the Centre for the year ended December 31, 2019 were audited by another
firm of Licensed Professional Accountants who issued a qualified audit report on those statements on
December 6, 2020.

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing these financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Centre’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to a going concern and using the
going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Centre or to cease
operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. Those charged with governance are responsible for
overseeing the Centre’s financial reporting process.
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an
audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a
material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.
We also:
 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting
a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Centre’s internal control.
 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.
 Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Centre’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to
the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our
opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Centre to cease to continue as a going
concern.



Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in
a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal
control that we identify during our audit.

HENDRY W ARREN LLP
Chartered Professional Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants
Ottawa, Ontario

OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Operating
Fund

Building
Fund

Total
2020

Total
2019

Assets
Current assets
Cash
Short-term investments (Note 3)
Accounts receivable
Government remittances receivable
Inventory
Prepaid expenses
Due from operating fund

$

Capital assets (Note 4)

392,783
650
14,963
1,133
5,313
-

$

197,267
501,265
54,442

$

590,050
501,265
650
14,963
1,133
5,313
54,442

$

368,558
509,318
13,783
17,252
1,133
6,002
65,362

414,842

752,974

1,167,816

981,408

90,040

389,543

479,583

444,770

$

504,882

$

1,142,517

$

1,647,399

$

1,426,178

$

44,921
54,442

$

38,368
-

$

83,289
54,442

$

52,186
65,362

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued
charges
Due to building fund

99,363

38,368

137,731

117,548

405,519

1,104,149

1,509,668

1,308,630

Commitments (Note 5)
Net assets
$

504,882

$

1,142,517

$

1,647,399

$

1,426,178

Approved on behalf of the Board:

Director

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.

Director
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Statement of Operations
Year ended December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Operating
Fund
Revenue
Donations
Planned giving
Charities and qualified donees
Fundraising income
Seasonal gift sales
Grants
Sponsor a bird
Temporary Wage Subsidy
Memberships
Education and miscellaneous
HST rebate
Donations in kind

$

Expenses
Advertising
Amortization
Bank charges and merchant fees
Bird care medication and supplies
Education and miscellaneous
Fundraising and marketing
Insurance
Office
Professional fees
Property taxes
Rent
Repairs and maintenance
Salaries and wages
Seasonal gift supplies
Telecommunications
Training and courses
Travel
Utilities

Excess of revenues over expenses
Investment income
Unrealized gain
Dividend income
Interest income
Gain on sale

Excess of revenues over expenses

$

293,212
83,439
48,057
33,206
19,725
15,680
9,400
7,543
4,530
3,974
-

Building
Fund

$

164,542
1,500
2,350
-

Total
2020

$

457,754
83,439
49,557
35,556
19,725
15,680
9,400
7,543
4,530
3,974
-

Total
2019

$

617,523
47,575
100,013
41,855
6,909
23,520
5,355
2,410
11,294
17,820
45

518,766

168,392

687,158

874,319

362
4,795
7,911
69,198
1,440
2,289
5,217
6,835
53,544
1,284
7,265
5,656
312,248
11,718
3,451
113
1,038
11,400

-

362
4,795
7,911
69,198
1,440
2,289
5,217
6,835
53,544
1,284
7,265
5,656
312,248
11,718
3,451
113
1,038
11,400

5,061
6,919
57,522
1,143
32,231
5,214
9,926
14,385
7,878
18,692
312,087
10,014
3,496
170
731
15,545

505,764

-

505,764

501,014

13,002

168,392

181,394

373,305

576
-

13,515
5,340
213
-

13,515
5,340
789
-

7,860
7,968
712
28,823

576

19,068

19,644

45,363

13,578

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.

$

187,460

$

201,038

$

418,668
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Statement of Changes in Net Assets
Year ended December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Operating
Fund
Balance, beginning of year

$

Transfer between funds
Excess of revenues over expenses
Balance, end of year

$

431,640

Building
Fund
$

876,990

Total
2020
$

1,308,630

Total
2019
$

889,962

(39,699)

39,699

-

-

13,578

187,460

201,038

418,668

405,519

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.

$

1,104,149

$

1,509,668

$

1,308,630
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Cash Flow Statement
Year ended December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
2020
Operating activities
Excess of revenues over expenses
Non-cash items:
Amortization expense
Unrealized gain on short-term investments
Realized gain on disposals of short-term investments
Transfer of donated investments
Changes in non-cash working capital (Note 6)

$

Cash provided by operating activities
Investing activities
Acquisition of an capital assets
Acquisition of marketable securities
Proceeds from sale of marketable securities
Cash used in investing activities

201,038

2019

$

418,668

4,795
(13,515)
(8,059)
47,214

5,061
(7,860)
(28,823)
(135,162)
31,479

231,473

283,363

(40,868)
30,887

(349,935)
(174,596)
150,649

(9,981)

(373,882)

Increase (decrease) in cash

221,492

(90,519)

Cash, beginning of year

368,558

459,077

Cash, end of year

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.

$

590,050

$

368,558
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019

1. Statutes of incorporation and nature of activities
Ottawa Valley Wild Bird Care Centre (the "Centre") was incorporated on February 18, 1991 under the
Canada Corporations Act, without share capital, and was formed to assess, treat and rehabilitate
injured, ill or orphaned wild birds for the purpose of releasing them back into their natural habitat, to
provide the public with information on bird intervention, sage handling techniques and prevention and
to educate people about the natural history, conservation and rehabilitation of wild birds. The Centre is
a not-for-profit organization and is exempt from income tax under Section 149(1)(f) of the Canadian
Income Tax Act. It is recognized by the Canada Revenue Agency as a registered charity under the
Canadian Income Tax Act.
2. Significant accounting policies
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for
not-for-profit organizations and include the following significant accounting policies:
Fund accounting
Revenues and expenses for operations and administration of the Centre are reported in the Operating
Fund.
Contributions for the purchase and construction of the land and building located at 8520 McArton
Road in Ottawa, Ontario are reported in the Building Fund. Dividend and interest income as well as
gains and losses on resources of the Building Fund are reported within this Fund.
Revenue recognition
The Centre follows the restricted fund method of accounting for contributions. Restricted contributions
are recognized as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are incurred. Unrestricted
contributions are recognized as revenue when they are received or receivable if the amount to be
received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured.
Donations, donations in kind, education and miscellaneous, foundation support, fundraising income,
memberships, planned giving, seasonal gift sales, sponsor a bird, dividend income and interest
income are recognized as revenue when received.
Grant revenue is recognized when the related expenses are incurred for the grant.
Realized gains (losses) are recorded at the investment trade date.
Unrealized gain (loss) on marketable securities is recognized on an annual basis to adjust the
marketable securities to market value.
Investment income in the Building Fund includes dividend and interest income, realized investment
gains and losses on the sale of investments, and unrealized gains and losses on investments
measured at fair value. Unrestricted dividends and interest are recognized as revenue when they are
earned.
Temporary Wage Subsidy is recognized when the related expenses are incurred.
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Cash
The Centre's policy is to disclose bank balances and investment cash under cash.
Short-term investments
Short-term investments consist of listed shares and mutual funds. They are recognized at their fair
market value on the statement of financial position.
Changes in unrealized gains or losses on the short-term investments are recognized as a fair market
adjustment on the statement of operations.
Inventory
Inventory is measured at the lower of cost and net realizable value, with cost being determined using
the first-in, first-out basis. Net realizable value is the estimated selling price in the ordinary course of
business, less any applicable variable selling costs.
Capital assets
Capital assets are accounted for at cost. Amortization is based on the assets' respective useful lives
using the following methods and rates:
Asset
Buildings
Equipment
Furniture and fixtures

Method

Rate

Declining balance
Declining balance
Declining balance

5%
30%
20%

The building under construction represents costs to acquire the land, to prepare the site for
construction and to build the new Centre. These items are recorded at cost and amortization will begin
when the building is ready for use.
Use of estimates
The preparation of these financial statements in conformity with Canadian accounting standards for
not-for-profit organizations requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities, disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of
the financial statements, and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the current
period. These estimates are reviewed periodically and adjustments are made to the statement of
operations as appropriate in the year they become known. Significant items subject to estimates
include useful lives of capital assets and completeness of accounts payable and accrued charges.
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Financial instruments
Measurement of financial instruments
The Centre initially measures its financial assets and liabilities at fair value.
The Centre subsequently measures all its financial assets and financial liabilities at amortized cost
except for short-term investments which are measured at their fair value
Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash and accounts receivable
Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include accounts payable and accrued charges.
Impairment
Financial assets measured at cost are tested for impairment when there are indicators of impairment.
The amount of any write-down is recognized in the statement of operations. Any previously recognized
impairment loss may be reversed to the extent of the improvement, directly or by adjusting the
allowance account, provided it is no greater than the amount that would have been reported at the
date of the reversal had the impairment not been recognized previously. The amount of any reversal
is recognized in statement of operations.
Transaction costs
The Centre recognizes its transaction costs in the statement of operations in the period incurred.
However, financial instruments that will not be subsequently measured at fair value are adjusted by
the transaction costs that are directly attributable to their origination, issuance or assumption.
Contributed services
The general operations of the Centre depend on the contribution of time by directors, committee
members and volunteers. Due to the difficulty of determining their fair value, contributed services are
not recognized in the financial statements.
3. Short-term investments
2020
Shares held in public corporations
Mutual funds

2019

$

157,952
343,313

$

174,101
335,217

$

501,265

$

509,318
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019

4. Capital assets

Cost
Land
Building under construction
Building
Equipment
Furniture and fixtures

Accumulated
Amortization

2020

2019

Net Book
Value

Net Book
Value

$ 243,992
145,551
301,398
7,635
88,403

$

211,641
7,635
88,120

$ 243,992
145,551
89,757
283

$ 243,992
105,943
94,481
354

$ 786,979

$ 307,396

$ 479,583

$ 444,770

In 2019 the Centre purchased land to build a new location. Phase one of the building construction
started in that year.
5. Commitments
The Centre has a lease with National Capital Commission for the premises in which it operates.
Currently the lease is on a month-to-month basis until the new premises are ready for occupancy. The
cost of the rent is $615 monthly. Upon the future move to the new premises, there is a potential
liability to their landlord to return the premises to its original state.
The Centre contracted a management firm, Kastone Construction Management to manage the
construction of the Centre's new building.
6. Changes in non-cash working capital
Changes in non-cash working capital have provided (used) cash as follows:
2020
Accounts receivable
Government remittances receivable
Prepaid expenses
Accounts payable and accrued charges

2019

$

13,133
2,289
689
31,103

$

(13,783)
(5,257)
10,958
39,561

$

47,214

$

31,479
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019

7. Subsequent event
The recent outbreak of the COVID-19 virus has spread across the globe and is impacting worldwide
economic activity. Conditions surrounding COVID-19 continue to rapidly evolve and government
authorities have implemented emergency measures to mitigate the spread of the virus. The outbreak
and the related mitigation measures may have an adverse impact on global economic conditions as
well as on the Centre's business activities. These events are highly uncertain and as such, the Centre
cannot determine their financial impact at this time.
8. Financial instruments
Risk and concentrations
The Centre is exposed to various risks through its financial instruments. The following analysis
provides a measure of the risk exposures and concentrations at the statement of financial position
date, December 31, 2020.
Credit risk
Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss for the other
party by failing to discharge an obligation. The Centre's main credit risks relate to its accounts
receivable.
Liquidity risk
Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will encounter difficulty in meeting obligations associated with
financial liabilities. The Centre is exposed to this risk mainly in respect of its accounts payable and
accrued charges.
Market risk
Market risk is the risk that the fair value of future cash flows of a financial instrument will fluctuate
because of changes in market prices. Market risk comprises three types of risk: currency risk,
interest rate risk, and other prices risk. The Centre is mainly exposed to interest rate and other price
risk.
Interest rate risk
Interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value of future cash flows of a financial instrument will fluctuate
because of changes in market interest rates. The Centre is exposed to interest rate risk primarily
through its short-term investments.
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OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2020, with comparative figures for 2019
Other price risk
Other price risk is the risk that the fair value of future cash flows of a financial instrument will fluctuate
because of changes in market prices (other than those arising from interest rate risk or currency risk),
whether those changes are caused by factors specific to the individual financial instrument or its
issuer, or factors affecting all similar financial instruments traded in the market. The Centre is
exposed to other price risk through its investments in short-term investments and plans for expansion.
It is management's opinion that the Centre's level of credit risk, liquidity risk, interest rate risk, and
other price risk have not changed from 2019.
9. Comparative figures
Certain of the prior year's comparative figures have been reclassified to conform to the current year's
financial statement presentation. In the prior year HST PSB rebate was recorded as revenue, however
this year it is being recorded as a reduction in the related expenses.
These figures were audited and were reported upon by another firm of Chartered Professional
Accountants.
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